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T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N  O F  S E R V I C E :

A  Y O U N G  V I N C E N T I A N ’ S  R E F L E C T I O N

BY OUR SPIRITUAL ADVISOR FR. MICHAEL KIERNAN

Dearest St. Vincent de Paul family:

Instead of my usual reflection, I thought it would be good to share with you excerpts of a
heartfelt letter to the parish by a young man who helps with feeding the homeless one night a
week, as it appeared in their Sunday bulletin. This is a great local example of our dear Saint
Vincent de Paul ministry in action. How enriching to see the young involved encouraging us
all to even greater efforts! 

“Fr. Michael, 

Hello, I am Josue, and I am doing a project centered around the work St. Vincent de Paul
does for the homeless. My opinion is that more of the church community should volunteer
with St. Vincent de Paul to help the homeless. That way, we can give care and aid to those
who need it most.

The St. Vincent de Paul volunteer group is tasked with feeding and providing for the
homeless. We do this every Thursday evening at around 6:30 where we meet up at the
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. We help provide for those who aren’t as lucky as to
have food or a shelter. We feed about 50 homeless people every week.

When I started doing this project, I wasn’t too sure what to do since I didn’t know much about
community issues until I was told about this group by the Deacon. Based on my overall
experience with the group, I feel like we have done well to help feed or provide other
necessities to the homeless. My family and I have also contributed to the group in one way or
another, mostly by bringing food to them. Also, from my time knowing the group, they are
good people who help provide for the homeless, and I get along well with them. While what
we are doing now is good, there can be other ways that the rest of us can contribute to the
organization in the future.

One issue that faces the homeless is mental health. Based on what we’ve experienced when
doing our rounds, we have encountered those who are unfortunately not well mentally, and
that can be sad. Why it matters to SVdP is that the more the homeless live with mental health
problems the less they can survive (or overcome) homelessness.

To show how St. Vincent de Paul would like to seek assistance, I sent out questions to one of
the group members, Adrian, mostly based on his experience and work, and asked him what
additional help he would like to see in the future. He said, ‘I wish the ministry would have
the resources or collaboration with other organizations to provide more assistance to those
who are experiencing mental health episodes or who do not appear to have the faculties to
care for themselves. This requires the attention of trained professionals with access to the
appropriate resources to assist those individuals.’

To conclude, I would say that the best call to action, in my opinion, is to help provide for St.
Vincent de Paul so that the group can have additional help in order to care for the homeless.
It would help if you could either join our group, or help our group provide further assistance.
I would suggest contacting our SVdP lead, Marc Anthony Rosario at
marc.anthony.rosario@gmail.com if you want to join or assist them. We would appreciate it
if you can support our group in any way you can to change somebody’s life. Thank you.”

-Written by Josue, 18 year old parishioner.
(With help from Adrian Mata)

Your brother in Christ, Fr. Michael



The vitality of the St. Vincent de Paul mission is found not in individual effort, but in the
powerful harmony of a community moving as one. 

As preparations begin for the upcoming Benefit for the Poor, there is an opportunity to
witness the collective spirit that fuels this work. This gathering serves as more than a
fundraiser; it is a vital platform to amplify the voices of those in need, ensuring that the
challenges faced by local neighbors are met with a unified and compassionate
response.

The milestones achieved across the district—from preventing evictions to providing
daily sustenance—stand as a testament to the tireless dedication of volunteers and the
steadfast generosity of supporters. Every success within the Society is a shared one.
The preservation of a family’s home or the relief of a neighbor’s hunger is a victory
belonging to every person who contributes time, talent or treasure. It is a fundamental
truth of this ministry that the significant work of the past year could not have been
accomplished without this mutual reliance.

In this season of growth, there is much to celebrate in the commitment shown by the
Vincentian family. All are warmly invited to attend the upcoming Benefit for the Poor, a
cornerstone event that provides the vital resources necessary to sustain the Council
and its mission throughout the year. Whether through prayer, active service or
participating in this benefit, every contribution strengthens the lifeline provided to the
community. 

Together, the mission continues to expand, transforming moments of crisis into
opportunities for lasting hope and security.

President’s Corner

SONJA CRAIGHTON, PRESIDENT, SACRAMENTO COUNCIL

COMING TOGETHER: SUSTAINING THE 

MISSION THROUGH THE BENEFIT FOR THE POOR

UPCOMING VINCENTIAN FEAST DAYS

April 27th - Ozanam Sunday: This celebration is particular to SVdP, commemorating the
Society’s founding on April 23, Ozanam’s birth, also on April 23, and St. Vincent de Paul’s birth
on April 24. 
June 7th - Sacred Heart of Jesus
May 9  - St. Louise de Marillac. Co-founder of the Daughters of Charity alongside St. Vincent
de Paul and patron saint of social workers

th



Reflecting on my first 90 days with the Society of  St. Vincent de Paul – Sacramento
Diocesan Council, one truth stands out:

We are becoming — and have become — the network of  charity that Blessed Frédéric
Ozanam envisioned. Not in theory, but in action.

Our work is carried forward through the full life of  the Society:
Conferences and Vincentians who meet people where they are 
TPHS, helping stabilize families and keep neighbors housed 
Disaster Services, standing with communities in times of  crisis 
Thrift Store and Workforce Development, creating pathways to dignity through
work 
The Exodus Project, walking with those seeking a second chance 

These are not separate efforts. They are one mission, lived out in different ways, and
together, they form something powerful.

Over these past 90 days, we have also focused on strengthening our foundation —
bringing clarity to our finances, improving communication, and building systems that
support the work of  our Conferences. This work matters because it allows us to serve
with greater strength, accountability, and unity.

Looking ahead, the opportunity is clear:
To deepen the connection between the Diocesan Council and our Conferences.
To strengthen and expand the programs that support our mission.
To invite others into this work — including the next generation of  Vincentians.

What gives me confidence is not structure alone — it is you. The Vincentian virtues of
simplicity, humility, gentleness, selflessness, and zeal are alive in this Council. They are
the foundation of  everything we do.

My commitment is simple: to stand with you, support you, and help build the structure
that allows this mission to grow.

Together, we are not just an organization. We are a network of charity and a sign of
hope. We will continue to walk with our neighbors in need — with strength, faith, and
purpose.

A Message from Our Executive Director

BY STEPHEN KRANK

WALKING TOGETHER IN HOPE: 

90 DAYS OF MISSION



February 19, 2026 
Good evening, 
This is (Benicia neighbor’s name withheld). I had the pleasure
of speaking and working with Michelle, Diane, Judy, and
Jane from St. Vincent de Paul and Kathy with the FIT
program (Families in Transition) this week, and just wanted to
sincerely thank you all. I truly appreciate the time you each
took to speak with me, work with me, and provide me with
resources, support, and a gift card. Most of all, I am deeply
grateful for assistance with my back rent. Your grace, kindness
and willingness to support me during this time means more than
I can fully express. Thank you to each of you, to St. Vincent de
Paul, the FIT program and most importantly to God. I am
incredibly thankful for your compassion and I look forward to
the day when I am able to pay this blessing forward. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
Thank you, 
Benicia Neighbor’s Name Withheld 

SOLANO
DISTRICT

Holy Spirit - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel - St. Basil

St. Catherine - St. Dominic - St. Joseph

St. Mary/St. Josephs - St. Peter 

St. Vincent Ferrer

GRATITUDE’S IMPACT: PRESERVING HOMES AND HOPE

The impact of  the Vincentian
mission is best expressed
through the gratitude of  those
served. A local neighbor
recently shared thanks for the
"grace, kindness, and
willingness" shown by
conference members and the
FIT (Families in Transition)
program. By providing
resources and essential rent
assistance, the conference
helped preserve a home and
offered a reminder of  God's
providence, embodying the
spirit of  1 Thessalonians 5:18:
“Give thanks in all
circumstances.”

SUBMITTED BY ST.  DOMINIC CONFERENCE

ST. DOMINIC 
UPCOMING

EVENT/FUNDRAISER:



The first half of the 2025-2026 fiscal year centered on a commitment to service and the
enduring generosity of the parish community. Through direct outreach and essential financial
support, the conference has served as a critical lifeline for neighbors facing housing instability
and food insecurity. This period reflects not only a significant investment in local stability but
also a deepening of faith and fellowship, as Vincentians continue to meet the community
exactly where the need is greatest.

First 6 Months of the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year:
A Lifeline for the Community: The conference responded to 938 phone calls seeking help.
Thanks to the generosity of the parish, 885 households received direct assistance.
Meeting Neighbors Where They Are: Vincentians conducted 58 home visits, offering a
compassionate presence in the homes of our neighbors.
Preventing Homelessness & Hunger: $50,004 in rent assistance prevented 53 evictions,
while 598 families received $31,510 in grocery deliveries.
Essential Services: 30 families received $13,472 for PG&E bills, and 17 families received
$8,078 for water bills.
Total Impact: 2,565 individuals were helped (including 463 children), with year-to-date
expenses totaling $132,842.

Faith & Fellowship:
Hawaii Raffle: Ticket sales have grown to 600 tickets sold this year.
Lenten Soup Supper:  In partnership with the Gabriel Project, 130 parishioners gathered
for a Lenten Soup Supper and the Stations of the Cross, finding nourishment for both body
and soul.
Formation: The conference hosted 30 Vincentians for an Ozanam Orientation in January,
deepening their mission of service.

SOLANO
DISTRICT

Holy Spirit - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel - St. Basil

St. Catherine - St. Dominic - St. Joseph

St. Mary/St. Josephs - St. Peter 

St. Vincent Ferrer

SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP: MID-YEAR IMPACT

AND FELLOWSHIP REPORT

SUBMITTED BY ST.  DOMINIC CONFERENCE



DISTRICT

Holy Family - St. Anthony

St. Joseph - Sacred Heart

St. Thomas More - St. Francis 
NORTH STATE

DISTRIC
T

SUBMITTED BY ST.  JOSEPH CONFERENCE

A SEASON OF GROWTH AND GRACE

In the world of building and service, there is a natural rhythm of expansion and contraction.
In Shasta County, this cycle has been navigated with faith. Now thanks to dedicated efforts
of members from Sacred Heart and St. Anne Parishes, Anderson and Cottonwood have
been officially added to the service area. SVdP is now serves nearly all of  Shasta County.

While the growth is cause for celebration, decreased capacity elsewhere has led to a temporary
reduction in visiting hours. However, this is not seen as a setback, but rather a call to action; with
2026 coined a year of recruitment.

Even amidst growing pains, the the Conference continues to see the face of Christ in every
neighbor. Since January the team has completed 129 home visits and distributed
$14,800 in housing assistance and $18,000 in utility assistance.

Recently after recognizing that many neighbors quietly struggle with travel costs, the
conference approved $2,000 in gas cards. The joy of a neighbor receiving an unexpected
$50 card to get to work or a doctor’s appointment is reminder the real difference a small act
of grace can make.

The recent 'Share your Love' fundraiser proved that many hands make light work, with
parishioners providing a collective wave of support through food and donations. And by
sharing our story at local parishes during the Annual Catholic Appeal, we are building greater
awareness of our mission

Pictured are the many faces of  our mission in action: from a family delivering groceries
and a volunteer navigating a utility crisis with a neighbor, to a mother finding relief  through
rent and utility support.



YOLO/METRO
DISTRICT

Cathedral - Our Lady of Lourdes - Divine Mercy 

St. Mary/Sacred Heart - Holy Cross

St. Anthony - Our Lady of Grace - St. James 

St. Martin de Porres - Our Lady of Guadalupe

FAITH IN MOTION: BRINGING THE CATHEDRAL

TO THE STREETS
SUBMITTED BY YOLO METRO DISTRICT

Every Thursday evening, the presence
of  Christ moves through the streets
surrounding the Cathedral. Members
of  the Yolo-Metro district conference
meet neighbors exactly where they
are—on the sidewalks and street
corners—to share 50 home-cooked
dinners prepared with love by the
family of  Conference President Marc
Anthony. Along with fresh fruit and
cookies, this ministry is a beautiful 
embodiment of the Vincentian "home visit," ensuring no neighbor is left unseen or hungry.

The St. Mary/Sacred Heart Conference recently
gathered to host a Lenten soup dinner, a
tradition symbolizing humility and solidarity with
those in need. This spirit of  reflection was
paired with tangible action through a successful
Hawaii Raffle fundraiser, with efforts fueling the
heart of  the mission: home visits. These visits
remain a top priority; each one is a unique and
rewarding experience that brings boundless joy
to neighbors in the community. 

The Conference will hold a paper shredding
fundraiser on April 11  See flyer for more info.th.

RAFFLES, REFLECTION, AND REACHING OUT

SUBMITTED BY ST.  MARY/SACRED HEART



The St. James Conference continues to be moved by the creative and compassionate
ways the community shows up to support those in need.

The Momentum of Giving

For the past five weekends, dedicated volunteers have been tabling to sell Maui Raffle
tickets. This year, the effort has reached even greater heights by offering ticket sales
online for the first time. This dual approach has already doubled the proceeds compared
to previous years, ensuring that more resources than ever are available to support local
families.

As this mission expands, the team is growing as well. This April, a comprehensive
training session will begin for a new group of  members. Their energy and commitment
are the lifeblood of  this work, and their decision to serve is a true blessing to the
conference.

The Power of a "Venti" Sacrifice

While the growth in numbers is inspiring,
the smallest gestures often carry the 
most heart. Recently, an 
envelope arrived containing 
a donation and a note that 
brought smiles to everyone 
at the conference: a bene-
factor chose to give up their 
daily Starbucks Venti Latte for 
Lent, donating every cent of  
those savings to the mission.
It serves as a beautiful reminder that no sacrifice is too small. Whether it is the price of  a
coffee or a weekend spent volunteering, these acts of  love allow the St. James
Conference to remain a steady light for others.

YOLO/METRO
DISTRIC
T

Cathedral - Our Lady of Lourdes - Divine Mercy 

St. Mary/Sacred Heart - Holy Cross

St. Anthony - Our Lady of Grace - St. James 

St. Martin de Porres - Our Lady of Guadalupe

SMALL SACRIFICES, BIG BLESSINGS: ST. JAMES

CONFERENCE UPDATE
SUBMITTED BY ST.  JAMES CONFERENCE



A long-standing tradition of fellowship
and reflection continued this Lent at St.
John the Evangelist in Carmichael. 

By hosting six "Soup and Stations"
evenings, the Conference created a
space where 100 people gathered each
Friday to connect and share a
meaningful experience together.

Through the collaborative efforts of
various parish ministries and the
donation of homemade soups, the
community raised support for the
conference while fostering a sense of
belonging for old and new friends alike.

SACRAMENTO

EAST DISTRIC
T

Divine Savior - St. Mel - St. Lawrence 

Our Lady of the Assumption- St. Ignatius  

Presentation - St. John the Baptist

Holy Trinity - St. John Vianney

St. Katharine Drexel - St. John the Evangelist

FELLOWSHIP IN EVERY BOWL: STRENGTHENING

PARISH BONDS THIS LENT

SUBMITTED BY ST.  JOHN THE EVANGELIST CONFERENCE



DISTRICT

PLACER/YUBA/

SUTTER/BUTTE DISTRIC
T

St. Joseph Lincoln - Roseville - Sacred Heart

St. Joseph Marysville - St. Teresa 

St. Isidore - Our Divine Savior 

FAITH, FELLOWSHIP, AND FLAVOR: OUR DIVINE

SAVIOR’S SOUP & STATIONS

SUBMITTED BY OUR DIVINE SAVIOR 

In the spirit of  fellowship, Our Divine Savior Conference came together to lead a
Stations of  the Cross on March 27th, This was followed by a warm soup dinner that
they also prepared and served, creating a space for parish family to gather in
community and gratitude. The Conference expressed appreciation for the
parishioners whose kindness and support help fuel the Conference’s service to
those in need.

This evening of  served as a reminder that the work of  St. Vincent de Paul is built
upon the collective heart of  the  community. It is made possible by every person who
contributes in their own way—whether through a prepared meal, a shared prayer, or
a generous gift—all working together to sustain this mission of  service.



DISTRICT

SOUTH SACRAMENTO/

ELK GROVE DISTRIC
T

St. Peter/All Hallows - St. Anthony

Good Shepherd - Holy Spirit

Immaculate Conception 

St. Charles - St. Joseph

COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND FRESH ENERGY: 

THE MISSION EXPANDS AT ALL HALLOWS
SUBMITTED BY ALL HALLOWS CONFERENCE

Community spirit thrives at All
Hallows, as the conference
engages with parishioners after
Mass to support their mission
through the Hawaii Raffle ticket
sales. 

This outreach does more than
raise funds; it strengthens the
bonds of  the parish family. 

There is also great joy in
welcoming the newest faces of  
the Conference’s service: Abigail and Justin. Their commitment ensures that the work
of  meeting and supporting local neighbors continues to grow with fresh energy and
compassion.

HOLY SPIRIT 
UPCOMING 

EVENT/FUNDRAISER:



DISTRICT

SUBMITTED BY DOT O’CONNOR

On March 25, 2026, the Society of  St. Vincent de Paul’s Voice for the Poor joined the
California Catholic Conference for the "Catholics at the Capitol" event in Sacramento to
advocate for neighbors experiencing poverty. This powerful day of  action featured a
rally attended by seven California bishops, a rosary procession and Holy Mass,
demonstrating a unified commitment to social justice by putting the virtues of
compassion and service into action within our communities. Vincentians from across
the state—including a strong showing from the Sacramento Diocesan Council—
engaged directly with legislators and staff  to discuss policy priorities and share stories
of  local impact. By bridging the gap between community service and legislative
advocacy, participants worked to influence social justice initiatives and amplify the
voices of  the most vulnerable populations across California.

CATHOLICS GATHER AT THE CALIFORNIA

CAPITOL TO ADVOCATE FOR THE POOR

VOICE FOR THE POOR

*SPECIAL
 WORKS



DISTRICT

On March 31, 2026, the Homeless Nonprofit Collective
held its fourth meeting to strengthen community
support networks. The session featured a mental
health presentation by Heartland Child and Family
Services and a showcase by local artist Michael Miller,
whose work highlights the daily lives of  unhoused
neighbors (pictured left).

Homelessness remains a pressing issue that impacts
everyone within our communities. The stark reality of
having no stable place to call home profoundly affects
the lives of  individuals and families who face this
hardship.

This complex crisis requires more than the effort of
any single group. While organizations provide essential
lifelines—including food, shelter, and basic services—
long-term solutions depend on broad collaboration. By
partnering with government agencies, healthcare
providers, and community groups, individual efforts are
transformed into a unified response.

Building on a year of  strategic conversations, the
group is currently identifying service gaps and
challenges  to address through collectively. This
focused approach aims to produce measurable
progress in supporting neighbors and building a more
resilient community.

To learn more about Voice for the Poor, contact Dot
O’Connor at dotoconnor@gmail.com or 916-212-9778.

VOICE FOR THE POOR

SUBMITTED BY DOT O’CONNOR

WORKING TOGETHER TO END HOMELESSNESS

*SPECIAL
 WORKS

mailto:dotoconnor@gmail.com


LISTOS is an initiative by the California Office of Emergency Services that aims

to bring disaster preparedness information to vulnerable populations by

partnering with community-based organizations.

True resilience is anchored in ensuring our most
vulnerable neighbors are connected to the resources
and support systems they need to stay safe. Between
January and March 2026, the SVdP Listos team
reached 1,101 individuals through disaster
preparedness workshops, resources and community-
building events.

Since 2024, the Listos team has been forging trust in
the communities it serves by meeting people in their
own gathering spaces and collaborating with local
leaders and trusted messengers. Here is a look at how
they are helping to build those safety nets:

LISTOS 
PARTNERSHIP 

Sacramento, Amador, Placer and El Dorado Counties

*SPECIAL
 WORKS

1,100+ CONNECTED: STRENGTHENING SAFETY NETS

During a disaster readiness workshop hosted in collaboration with El Dorado County
Office of Emergency Services and Public Health, one woman—new to the 55+ housing
community—voiced her fear of not having transportation to evacuate. Her concern was
met with immediate action, as neighbors coordinated to ensure she was included in their
plans. More than 30 participants signed up for emergency alerts at the event.

Presence matters. Listos team members reached more than 400 individuals and
distributed 30 go-bags, 120 hand-crank flashlights, 30 portable chargers and 75 tarps
during a two-day outreach at Dandelion Days in Amador County. Perhaps most 
impactful, however, were the
conversations held with locals about
their own evacuation experiences and
service gaps. One family, who had
relocated to the area after being
displaced by the Caldor Fire, gained
peace of  mind by signing up for
emergency alerts in their new
community and taking home a fully
stocked go-bag.

If  you are interested in schedulling a
Listos Disaster Readiness workshop
or event in you community email
listos@svdp-sacramento.org.



CONNECTING

ACROSS THE

MISSION: TEAM

BUILDING AT THE

THRIFT STORE

The SVdP Thrift Store isn’t
just a place to score local
treasures at a great price;
in February it doubled as
the backdrop for a unique
gathering of staff, board
members and Conference
volunteers. The afternoon
centered on strengthening
internal bonds through a
shared meal and several
rounds of SVdP trivia,
which allowed participants
to test their knowledge of
the Society’s history while
learning more about the
diverse roles within the
organization.

 

 

In an expression of  leadership through service, Executive Director Stephen Krank and
Board President Sonja Craighton served up the barbecue dinner. This event
highlighted the interconnected nature of  the Council’s work, underscoring a core truth
of  the Society: whether serving in a shop, a boardroom or a neighbor’s home, every
individual plays an essential and valued role in fulfilling the SVdP mission.

St. Vincent de Paul of Sacramento uses our Thrift Store

to employ our community & help fund our charitable

programs. Whether you’re shopping, volunteering or

donating you’re helping.

The St. Vincent de Paul Thift Store is located at 2275 Watt Ave, Sacramento, CA 95825 and is open Monday -
Saturday from 10 am - 6 pm, Sunday from 10 am to 4 pm. Donations are accepted from 10 am to 4 pm. To schedule
a donation pick up call (916) 972-1212. Please note the store will be closed Sunday, April 5  in observance of  Easter.th

*SPECIAL
 WORKS

https://www.svdp-sacramento.org/thriftstore


SACRAMENTO DIOCESAN COUNCIL NEWS

On March 23rd, Diocesan Council staff, board members and district representatives
gathered for their annual luncheon with Bishop Jaime Soto. Conversation centered on the
economic pressures facing the community and the resulting surge in requests for assistance.

Amidst these challenges, Bishop Soto offered a reflection on the dual nature of the mission:
the vital necessity of systemic advocacy paired with the humble act of "walking alongside"
those in need. He reminded attendees that the simple, unwavering presence of a companion
remains a powerful source of strength and dignity.

STRENGTH OF PRESENCE: ANNUAL BISHOP’S LUNCHEON



BENEFIT FOR THE POOR - APRIL 17TH, 2026

SPONSOR, ADVERTISE OR REGISTER ONLINE NOW

There are many ways to support our annual fundraiser! 

1. Sponsor a table.
2. Attend the event as a guest.
3. Contribute to our Silent Auction by donating an item or

service. 
4.Place a bid in our Silent Auction. (Opens April 11th)
5. Share with your friends!

For more information contact Patricia Bosworth at 707-999-1948
or email benefit@svdp-sacramento.org

SACRAMENTO DIOCESAN COUNCIL NEWS

Congratula t ions to
El izabeth Badua-Smai l
(p ictured),  Solano
County Distr ict
President,  for  her
recent Format ion
pinning and to Wendy
Ross, St Joseph-Rio
Vista Conference
President,  for  becoming
a Formator.

UPCOMING OZANAM ORIENTATIONS

SVdP Society rules require adequate training for our members. Every Vincentian
needs to attend an Ozanam Orientation within the first year of joining & then after
that every 3 years. 

Next Trainings:

May 9th, Sacred Heart Gridley, email sonja@svdp-sacramento.org

June 6th, St. Joseph Lincoln, email sonja@svdp-sacramento.org

June 20th, Our Lady Of Guadalupe  (Spanish) - email xitlalicymartinez@gmail.com

VINCENTIAN LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS The  2026 SVdP West
Regional meeting, 
“Rooted in Love,
Delivering Hope,”  takes
Place 
April 30th -May 2nd 2026,
in Seattle, WA.

For more information visit
https://www.ssvpwesternr
egionusa.org/regional-
meetings/2026-west-
region-annual-meeting

mailto:xitlalicymartinez@gmail.com
https://www.ssvpwesternregionusa.org/regional-meetings/2026-west-region-annual-meeting
https://www.ssvpwesternregionusa.org/regional-meetings/2026-west-region-annual-meeting
https://www.ssvpwesternregionusa.org/regional-meetings/2026-west-region-annual-meeting
https://www.ssvpwesternregionusa.org/regional-meetings/2026-west-region-annual-meeting
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	SONJA CRAIGHTON, PRESIDENT, SACRAMENTO COUNCIL


	COMING TOGETHER: SUSTAINING THE
	MISSION THROUGH THE BENEFIT FOR THE POOR
	UPCOMING VINCENTIAN FEAST DAYS
	A Message from Our Executive Director
	BY STEPHEN KRANK


	WALKING TOGETHER IN HOPE:  90 DAYS OF MISSION
	DISTRICT

	SOLANO
	GRATITUDE’S IMPACT: PRESERVING HOMES AND HOPE
	SUBMITTED BY ST. DOMINIC CONFERENCE
	The impact of the Vincentian mission is best expressed through the gratitude of those served. A local neighbor recently shared thanks for the "grace, kindness, and willingness" shown by conference members and the FIT (Families in Transition) program. By providing resources and essential rent assistance, the conference helped preserve a home and offered a reminder of God's providence, embodying the spirit of 1 Thessalonians 5:18: “Give thanks in all circumstances.”
	February 19, 2026  Good evening,  This is (Benicia neighbor’s name withheld). I had the pleasure of speaking and working with Michelle, Diane, Judy, and Jane from St. Vincent de Paul and Kathy with the FIT program (Families in Transition) this week, and just wanted to sincerely thank you all. I truly appreciate the time you each took to speak with me, work with me, and provide me with resources, support, and a gift card. Most of all, I am deeply grateful for assistance with my back rent. Your grace, kindness and willingness to support me during this time means more than I can fully express. Thank you to each of you, to St. Vincent de Paul, the FIT program and most importantly to God. I am incredibly thankful for your compassion and I look forward to the day when I am able to pay this blessing forward.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  Thank you,  Benicia Neighbor’s Name Withheld

	ST. DOMINIC  UPCOMING EVENT/FUNDRAISER:
	DISTRICT


	SOLANO
	SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP: MID-YEAR IMPACT AND FELLOWSHIP REPORT
	SUBMITTED BY ST. DOMINIC CONFERENCE
	The first half of the 2025-2026 fiscal year centered on a commitment to service and the enduring generosity of the parish community. Through direct outreach and essential financial support, the conference has served as a critical lifeline for neighbors facing housing instability and food insecurity. This period reflects not only a significant investment in local stability but also a deepening of faith and fellowship, as Vincentians continue to meet the community exactly where the need is greatest.
	First 6 Months of the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year:
	A Lifeline for the Community: The conference responded to 938 phone calls seeking help. Thanks to the generosity of the parish, 885 households received direct assistance.
	Meeting Neighbors Where They Are: Vincentians conducted 58 home visits, offering a compassionate presence in the homes of our neighbors.
	Preventing Homelessness & Hunger: $50,004 in rent assistance prevented 53 evictions, while 598 families received $31,510 in grocery deliveries.
	Essential Services: 30 families received $13,472 for PG&E bills, and 17 families received $8,078 for water bills.
	Total Impact: 2,565 individuals were helped (including 463 children), with year-to-date expenses totaling $132,842.

	Faith & Fellowship:
	Hawaii Raffle: Ticket sales have grown to 600 tickets sold this year.
	Lenten Soup Supper:  In partnership with the Gabriel Project, 130 parishioners gathered for a Lenten Soup Supper and the Stations of the Cross, finding nourishment for both body and soul.
	Formation: The conference hosted 30 Vincentians for an Ozanam Orientation in January,  deepening their mission of service.


	DISTRICT


	NORTH STATE
	DISTRICT
	A SEASON OF GROWTH AND GRACE
	SUBMITTED BY ST. JOSEPH CONFERENCE
	In the world of building and service, there is a natural rhythm of expansion and contraction. In Shasta County, this cycle has been navigated with faith. Now thanks to dedicated efforts of members from Sacred Heart and St. Anne Parishes, Anderson and Cottonwood have been officially added to the service area. SVdP is now serves nearly all of Shasta County.
	While the growth is cause for celebration, decreased capacity elsewhere has led to a temporary reduction in visiting hours. However, this is not seen as a setback, but rather a call to action; with 2026 coined a year of recruitment.
	Even amidst growing pains, the the Conference continues to see the face of Christ in every neighbor. Since January the team has completed 129 home visits and distributed $14,800 in housing assistance and $18,000 in utility assistance.
	Recently after recognizing that many neighbors quietly struggle with travel costs, the conference approved $2,000 in gas cards. The joy of a neighbor receiving an unexpected $50 card to get to work or a doctor’s appointment is reminder the real difference a small act of grace can make.
	The recent 'Share your Love' fundraiser proved that many hands make light work, with parishioners providing a collective wave of support through food and donations. And by sharing our story at local parishes during the Annual Catholic Appeal, we are building greater awareness of our mission
	Pictured are the many faces of our mission in action: from a family delivering groceries and a volunteer navigating a utility crisis with a neighbor, to a mother finding relief through rent and utility support.

	DISTRICT


	YOLO/METRO
	FAITH IN MOTION: BRINGING THE CATHEDRAL TO THE STREETS
	SUBMITTED BY YOLO METRO DISTRICT
	Every Thursday evening, the presence of Christ moves through the streets surrounding the Cathedral. Members of the Yolo-Metro district conference meet neighbors exactly where they are—on the sidewalks and street corners—to share 50 home-cooked dinners prepared with love by the family of Conference President Marc Anthony. Along with fresh fruit and cookies, this ministry is a beautiful
	embodiment of the Vincentian "home visit," ensuring no neighbor is left unseen or hungry.


	RAFFLES, REFLECTION, AND REACHING OUT
	SUBMITTED BY ST. MARY/SACRED HEART
	The St. Mary/Sacred Heart Conference recently gathered to host a Lenten soup dinner, a tradition symbolizing humility and solidarity with those in need. This spirit of reflection was paired with tangible action through a successful Hawaii Raffle fundraiser, with efforts fueling the heart of the mission: home visits. These visits remain a top priority; each one is a unique and rewarding experience that brings boundless joy to neighbors in the community.
	The Conference will hold a paper shredding fundraiser on April 11th. See flyer for more info.


	SMALL SACRIFICES, BIG BLESSINGS: ST. JAMES CONFERENCE UPDATE
	DISTRICT


	SACRAMENTO EAST
	FELLOWSHIP IN EVERY BOWL: STRENGTHENING PARISH BONDS THIS LENT
	SUBMITTED BY ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CONFERENCE
	A long-standing tradition of fellowship and reflection continued this Lent at St. John the Evangelist in Carmichael.
	By hosting six "Soup and Stations" evenings, the Conference created a space where 100 people gathered each Friday to connect and share a meaningful experience together.
	Through the collaborative efforts of various parish ministries and the donation of homemade soups, the community raised support for the conference while fostering a sense of belonging for old and new friends alike.

	DISTRICT
	DISTRICT


	PLACER/YUBA/ SUTTER/BUTTE
	FAITH, FELLOWSHIP, AND FLAVOR: OUR DIVINE SAVIOR’S SOUP & STATIONS
	SUBMITTED BY OUR DIVINE SAVIOR
	In the spirit of fellowship, Our Divine Savior Conference came together to lead a Stations of the Cross on March 27th, This was followed by a warm soup dinner that they also prepared and served, creating a space for parish family to gather in community and gratitude. The Conference expressed appreciation for the parishioners whose kindness and support help fuel the Conference’s service to those in need.
	This evening of served as a reminder that the work of St. Vincent de Paul is built upon the collective heart of the  community. It is made possible by every person who contributes in their own way—whether through a prepared meal, a shared prayer, or a generous gift—all working together to sustain this mission of service.
	DISTRICT


	SOUTH SACRAMENTO/ ELK GROVE
	DISTRICT


	COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND FRESH ENERGY:  THE MISSION EXPANDS AT ALL HALLOWS
	SUBMITTED BY ALL HALLOWS CONFERENCE
	Community spirit thrives at All Hallows, as the conference engages with parishioners after Mass to support their mission through the Hawaii Raffle ticket sales.
	This outreach does more than raise funds; it strengthens the bonds of the parish family.
	There is also great joy in welcoming the newest faces of
	the Conference’s service: Abigail and Justin. Their commitment ensures that the work of meeting and supporting local neighbors continues to grow with fresh energy and compassion.

	HOLY SPIRIT  UPCOMING  EVENT/FUNDRAISER:

	VOICE FOR THE POOR
	DISTRICT
	CATHOLICS GATHER AT THE CALIFORNIA CAPITOL TO ADVOCATE FOR THE POOR
	SUBMITTED BY DOT O’CONNOR
	On March 25, 2026, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s Voice for the Poor joined the California Catholic Conference for the "Catholics at the Capitol" event in Sacramento to advocate for neighbors experiencing poverty. This powerful day of action featured a rally attended by seven California bishops, a rosary procession and Holy Mass, demonstrating a unified commitment to social justice by putting the virtues of compassion and service into action within our communities. Vincentians from across the state—including a strong showing from the Sacramento Diocesan Council—engaged directly with legislators and staff to discuss policy priorities and share stories of local impact. By bridging the gap between community service and legislative advocacy, participants worked to influence social justice initiatives and amplify the voices of the most vulnerable populations across California.

	*SPECIAL  WORKS


	VOICE FOR THE POOR
	DISTRICT
	WORKING TOGETHER TO END HOMELESSNESS
	SUBMITTED BY DOT O’CONNOR
	*SPECIAL  WORKS


	LISTOS  PARTNERSHIP
	Sacramento, Amador, Placer and El Dorado Counties


	1,100+ CONNECTED: STRENGTHENING SAFETY NETS
	True resilience is anchored in ensuring our most vulnerable neighbors are connected to the resources and support systems they need to stay safe. Between January and March 2026, the SVdP Listos team reached 1,101 individuals through disaster preparedness workshops, resources and community-building events.
	Since 2024, the Listos team has been forging trust in the communities it serves by meeting people in their own gathering spaces and collaborating with local leaders and trusted messengers. Here is a look at how they are helping to build those safety nets:
	During a disaster readiness workshop hosted in collaboration with El Dorado County Office of Emergency Services and Public Health, one woman—new to the 55+ housing community—voiced her fear of not having transportation to evacuate. Her concern was met with immediate action, as neighbors coordinated to ensure she was included in their plans. More than 30 participants signed up for emergency alerts at the event.
	Presence matters. Listos team members reached more than 400 individuals and distributed 30 go-bags, 120 hand-crank flashlights, 30 portable chargers and 75 tarps during a two-day outreach at Dandelion Days in Amador County. Perhaps most
	impactful, however, were the conversations held with locals about their own evacuation experiences and service gaps. One family, who had relocated to the area after being displaced by the Caldor Fire, gained peace of mind by signing up for emergency alerts in their new community and taking home a fully stocked go-bag.
	If you are interested in schedulling a Listos Disaster Readiness workshop or event in you community email listos@svdp-sacramento.org.
	*SPECIAL  WORKS
	St. Vincent de Paul of Sacramento uses our Thrift Store to employ our community & help fund our charitable programs. Whether you’re shopping, volunteering or donating you’re helping.


	CONNECTING ACROSS THE MISSION: TEAM BUILDING AT THE THRIFT STORE
	The SVdP Thrift Store isn’t just a place to score local treasures at a great price; in February it doubled as the backdrop for a unique gathering of staff, board members and Conference volunteers. The afternoon centered on strengthening internal bonds through a shared meal and several rounds of SVdP trivia, which allowed participants to test their knowledge of the Society’s history while learning more about the diverse roles within the organization.
	In an expression of leadership through service, Executive Director Stephen Krank and Board President Sonja Craighton served up the barbecue dinner. This event highlighted the interconnected nature of the Council’s work, underscoring a core truth of the Society: whether serving in a shop, a boardroom or a neighbor’s home, every individual plays an essential and valued role in fulfilling the SVdP mission.

	SACRAMENTO DIOCESAN COUNCIL NEWS
	STRENGTH OF PRESENCE: ANNUAL BISHOP’S LUNCHEON

	SACRAMENTO DIOCESAN COUNCIL NEWS
	VINCENTIAN LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
	The  2026 SVdP West Regional meeting,  “Rooted in Love, Delivering Hope,”  takes Place  April 30th -May 2nd 2026, in Seattle, WA.
	For more information visit https://www.ssvpwesternregionusa.org/regional-meetings/2026-west-region-annual-meeting

	UPCOMING OZANAM ORIENTATIONS
	BENEFIT FOR THE POOR - APRIL 17TH, 2026
	SPONSOR, ADVERTISE OR REGISTER ONLINE NOW
	There are many ways to support our annual fundraiser!
	Sponsor a table.
	Attend the event as a guest.
	Contribute to our Silent Auction by donating an item or service.
	Place a bid in our Silent Auction. (Opens April 11th)
	Share with your friends!
	For more information contact Patricia Bosworth at 707-999-1948 or email benefit@svdp-sacramento.org




